Chapter 4 Lesson 2- The Golden Age

A.    The Golden Age Key Terms

B. Calligraphy: the art of fine handwriting, such as that practiced in Muslim art and writing.

I. Faction: a group of persons forming a minority in disagreement with a larger group.

A.    Introduction

B. Situation of Abbasid Capital

1.Baghdad 

2.Situated on trade routes



B. Good central location

Under Abbasid Rule

A.Conquest

1. Forcibly took over Umayyad land

2. Stayed in power by having large army

B.Abbasid infrastructure

1. Used Umayyad postal system

IV. Also used Umayyad postal system as a spy network.

  The Capital of Baghdad
A.Economy


1.Relied on trade


2.Relied on Manufacturing

B.Goods Traded


1.Produce


3.Precious Metals


4.Pearls


5.Cloth & Perfume


6.Leather


7.Paper

C.Improved Infrastructure


1.Improved waterworks


2.Roads

D.Banking System with Uniform Coinage

V.  Abbasid Culture

A.Art & Design


1.Calligraphy


2.Geometric designs

B.Bookmaking & Literature

V. 1.Captured Chinese Scholars told how to make paper.
VI. 2.Abbasid scholars translated Greek and Roman literature.

VII.  Abbasid Achievements in Learning

A.Science & Mathematics

1.Astronomers mapped the solar system and believed the earth to be round

2.Arab mathematicians invented algebra



B.Medicine




1.Diagnosed diseases




2.Clean Hospitals

VII. 


3.Made medicines

VIII. A Divided Empire

A.Factions and Revolt

1.Fatimids broke away in the late 900’s

2.The caliphs had degenerated into puppets



B.Seljuk Turks

1.Took over government and formed Abbasid-Seljuk Empire

2.Ended in 1258 CE when Mongols sacked Baghdad






