Chapter 7 Lesson 1

The Mongols

I. Key Terms

A. Steppe: vast semi-arid grass covered plain usually lightly wooded, as found in Europe and Siberia

B. Clan: a group of families who claim decent from  common ancestor

C. Khan: a Mongol ruler

The Fearsome Mongols

A. The Mongol’s conquests started in the early 1200’s

B. The Mongols could advance 200 miles a day because of their horses

III. The life of Mongol Nomads

A. The Mongols were nomadic herders that lived in the steppes of Central Asia

B. The temperatures range from –100ºF to 100ºF

C. They lived in tents called yurts. The yurts are made of felt

D. The Mongols traveled in clans

E. Anda was the practice that allowed people to swear allegiance to a tribe other than the one they were born in.

F. If a tribal leader was a very good leader, people would swear allegiance to him and they would become his nöker, or followers.

IV. Mongol Leadership

A. A Mongol warrior had at least three horses with food and water, so the warriors did not have to stop for food, water, or horses.

B. Genghis Khan, or Temujin, had the reputation of being a resourceful leader because he survived alone with his mother for a number of years in the harsh steppes.

C. Genghis Khan reshaped the large Mongol army by subdividing it into units of 10000, 1000, 100, and 10.

D. He also devised elaborate signals for battlefield communication.

E. Genghis Khan used captured scribes to create a written language. He used he skills of foreign artisans to improve his army’s weaponry with gunpowder bombs and catapults.

V. The Later Khans

 Genghis Khan died in 1227 AD

 Genghis Khan's grandson, Kublai Khan, was elected Khan and reigned from 1260 to 1294. 
B. Kublai Khan expanded the Mongol Empire to include China, Eastern Europe, and Russia and developed programs to stabilize it. 

C. There were two failed attempts at conquering Japan

D. The Mongol Empire was so vast that by 1300 it was impossible to control and conquered peoples began to rebel.  The Persians overthrew the Mongols in 1335 and the Chinese followed suite in 1363. 

E. Tamerlane, a Muslim Turk of Mongol decent, created another empire and attempted to keep the Mongol Empire alive but after his death in 1405 it gradually lost its power. 

VI. The Impact of the Mongols

A. The Mongols tolerated many religions

B. The Mongols respected merchants and encouraged trade

C. Improved military strategies







