Chapter 7 Lesson 2 - The Ottoman Empire

I. Key terms

A. Ghazi- a Muslim warrior who fought to expand the frontiers of Islam

B. Sultan- the ruler of a Muslim country, especially the former Ottoman Empire

C. Grand Vizier- senior advisor or prime minister who advises the sultan on state maters

D. Divan- a governing council in a Muslim country, especially the Ottoman Imperial Council

E. Janissary- an enslaved soldier in the elite Ottoman infantry or government service 

F. Millet- partially self-governing group of non-Muslims in the Ottoman Empire

II. The Ottomans and Constantinople

A. The Ottomans defeated the Byzantine Empire and took control of the city.

B. The city was a thriving marketplace and cultural center.

III. The Early Ottoman Empire

A. The Mongols pushed many Turk tribes west.

B. Chief Osman started expanding his lands in about 1300s.

C. As he led his warriors to victory, many people flocked to his side.

D. Those conquests by Osman and his successors formed the core of the Ottoman Empire.

E. The ottomans destroyed the Christian force at Kosovo in 1389.

IV. Rulers and Subjects

A. The Sultan directed or led any military campaign.

B. The Ottoman governmental apparatus was large.

1. grand vizier

2. Imperial Council (divan)

C. Women had great powers.

D. The Janissary Corps.

1. Military slaves.

2. Governmental slaves.

a. Could be high ranking.

b. Learned in schools.

E. Many different millets.
1. Jew.

2. Eastern Orthodox Christian.

V. The Empire At its Height

A. The Ottomans conquered Constantinople in 1453 under Sultan Mehmed I.

B. The Ottomans made Constantinople its capital with a new name, Istanbul.

C. The Ottomans took care in preserving existing Byzantine architecture.

1. Restored buildings.

2. Built new, beautiful, buildings.

D. Took Jerusalem, Medina, and Mecca under Sultan Selim I.

E. Suleiman The Magnificent

1. Ruled from 1520 to 1566.

2. One of the wealthiest and powerful rulers of his time.

3. He reformed the laws of the empire.

4. He created many beautiful mosques and buildings.

VI. Decline of the Ottoman Empire

A. Loss of wealth. 

1. Stopped growing so less money into treasury.

2. Trade routes around Africa placed less importance on routes in the Empire.

B. Disrupted government

1. The sultans lost control over the Janissaries.

2. Elaborate bureaucracy was too large to manage.

C. Increased industrial, military, and commercial strength in Europe.

